communism and had become a socialist. He joined the
Mexican Socialist Party and became its organising secretary.
He developed the party organisation and was elected its-
General Secretary. He converted the Socialist Party into the
Communist Party of Mexico at an extra-ordinary conference.
He thus became the founder of the first Communist Party out-
side Soviet Russia.

Roy was invited to Moscow to attend the Second Con-
ference of the Communist international which was to be held
in July-August, 1920. Roy reached Moscow prior to the Con-
ference and had discussions with Lenin on the national libera-
tion movements in colonial countries like India and China.
He differed with Lenin to some extenc on the role of colonial
capitalist classes in the movements for national liberation. On
Lenin's suggestion, the Theses on the National and Colonial
Question prepared by him and those prepared by Roy were
both placed before the Second Conference of the Communist
International for acceptance. Both the Theses were adopted
by the Conference.

Roy came to occupy a high position in all the policy-
making bodies of the Communist International. His main
work at that time was to develop a Communist movement in
India. He managed to send a number of Communist emissaries
as well as literature to India. He has been recognised as the
founder of the Indian Communist Party.

By 1927 Stalin had started his peculiar tactics for the
liquidation or expulsion of all persons of independent thinking
from the Russian Communist Party and the Communist Inter-
national. Roy was one of the victims of those tactics. Roy
wrote some articles for the press of what was known as the
German Communist Opposition, criticising some of the
policies adopted by the Communis't International. For this
offence he was turned out from the Comintern in 1929.

Roy now decided to go to India, although he knew that he
would be arrested in India and would have to suffer a long
term of imprisonment. He had been accused No. 1 in the
famous Kanpur Conspiracy case of 1924, but could not be
tried at that time because he was out of India. Roy was pre-
pared to pay the price of a long period of incarceration in